HESITATIONS
the rumours of Petersburg's decision, speaks in three directions.   To   the   Serbs   through   a   representative, advising them to reply favourably so far as possible, but also to ask the opinion of the representatives of the other Powers in Belgrade; to the Austrians, urging them to do everything that could be done to avert the danger' which threatened.  To the Germans he said:  "I fully recognise the justice of the Austrian demand for satisfaction, as 'well as the desire for the punishment of all persons connected with the murder. ... 7 count with certainty on the Austrian  mobilisation  being followed by  that of Russia. Upon that) in my opinion, the moment will have arrived at which to begin mediating between  Russia   and Austria in conjunction with yourselves, France, and Italy. Without your co-operation all attempts at mediation will be futile."
A typical example of international mediation; a proof that this Englishman at least set the peace of Europe higher than the system of alliances and balance of power.
Both Ambassadors telegraph to their Foreign Offices, but Lichnowsky with true prophetic inspiration adds the words: "Grey's proposal is the only -possibility of avoiding a world war, in which for us there would be everything to lose and nothing to gain.  . . . In case France should be drawn in, England would not dare to remain disinterested" . At the s%pe time   Grey sends his third appeal  to Petersburg: "Public opinion here would not sanction our" going to war over a Serbian quarrel. If, however, war does take place± the development of other issues may dra<v® us into it, and J am, therefore anxious to prevent it.  .   .   . The only tha1»c£ i&f p&ace, in my opinion, is for the other four Powers to join in asking the Austrian and Russian Governments not to cross the frontier. ... If Germany will adop this view, I feel strongly that France and ourselves shoult
Tarn on the same day the German reported to hi QUke as a supposition what   England wa to te Embassies both at Berlin and Peters 963ll,
